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Map21 Churches in the Presbytery of Yukon�9 PCUSA churches in Southeast Alaska, in Northwest Coast Presbytery6 ECO churches in Southeast Alaska 
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Sheldon JacksonLearned of the exploitation of Alaska Natives by traders, often with alcoholWas convinced that education was the key to Native survival skill against exploitationBecame the Secretary of Education for the Territory of Alaska, �helped get John Brady, a Presbyterian Minister in AK, appointed governor.�`



Presbyterian Medical Missions

•Samuel Simmonds Memorial   – Utqiaġvik (Barrow)

•Cordova Community Hospital  – Cordova 

•Valley Presbyterian – Palmer  

•Anch. Presbyterian (Regional)  – Anchorage

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Christian churches in Alaska were the first to put real effort into bringing medicine to the state, and the Presbyterians were no exeption.  We have a proud history of medical ministry in Alaska.  Indeed, Presbyterian founded these hospitals:��But more of our legacy is from our schools.



Presbyterian Schools in Alaska
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Sheldon Jackson SchoolSheldon Jackson School grads have been among the most able and visionary leaders for Native Americans in the state��BUT�1886 - Jackson writes of the Eskimos: "They are savages ... (who) have not had civilizing, educational or religious advances. ... Among those best �known, their highest ambition is to build American homes, possess American �furniture, dress in American clothes, adopt the American style of living �and be American citizens."��This paternalistic cultural blindness reflects Anglo attitudes in majority American culture, and in the church.�
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Philip McCay (Tsimshian name: Clah)�A Tsimshian layman from Metlakatla was the first teacher at Fort Wrangel. He started a school for 30 children in one of the fort buildings which had been used as a dance hall.  McKay arrived in Fort Wrangel in 1876 with his brother and a few friends in search of work cutting fire wood. He is credited with being the first missionary for the Presbyterian Church at Fort Wrangel.  By 1877 Clah had already started the school and had already begun preaching the Christian Gospel to the native people in the area.  Clah became ill with tuberculosis that winter and died.https://alaskaweb.org/cmtys/ftwrangel.html
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Amanda McFarland�Arrived in Wrangell in 1877.  She started a school for girls in an attempt to protect those who had run away from home, or who would be sold for as little as a few blankets.  When the school burned, it was combined with a boys industrial school in Sitka, which later became the Sheldon Jackson School.�
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S. Hall YoungSometimes known as the "Father of Alaska Missions," bragged in his autobiography: �"One strong stand, which so far as I know I was the first to take, was the determination to do no translating into the Tlingit language or any other of the native dialects of that region. When I learned of the inadequacy of these languages to express Christian thought, and when I realized ... that the task of making an English-speaking race of these natives was much easier than the task of making a civilized and Christian language out of the Tlingit, Haida and Tsimshian; I wrote the Mission Board that the duty�to which they assigned me, of translating the Bible into Tlingit and of making a dictionary and grammar of that tongue was a useless and even harmful task; that we should let the old tongues with their superstition and sin die - the sooner the better - and replace these languages with that of Christian civilization and compel the natives in all our schools to talk English and English only. Thus, we would soon have an intelligent people who would be qualified Christian citizens." This decision will be regretted, by Iñupiats and missionaries alike.�But the experience of the church in the arctic was different�
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Utqiaġvik Presbyterian Church in 1917.
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Photo of Rev. Samuel Spriggs��1890 M. Leander Stevenson lands and starts first mission�Opened a school, but none of the students spoke English and he didn’t speak Iñupiaq�1896 Dr. Horatio Marsh and his wife arrive bringing medicine & school�1899 Rev. Samuel Spriggs arrives�1915 Dr. and Mrs. Frank Spence�
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1921 Dr. and Mrs. Henry Greist, organizes a hospital�began training Iñupiat lay pastors, some of whom were eventually ordained Ministers of Word and Sacrament, including the following: 
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Rev. Percy Ipalook--
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Rev. Dr. Roy Ahmaogak and his wife ?
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Lay Pastor Andrew Akootchook, �Who served as pastor to arctic Alaska east of Barrow.�Akootchook died in a hunting accident one month before he was to be ordained as Minister of Word and Sacrament. 
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Rev. Samuel Simmonds�Who also helped found the Arctic Slope Native Association, �Which helped found the Alaska Federation of Natives and the North Slope Borough �Later, ASNA oversaw health issues in the arctic, and Samuel helped found the hospital there.�This painting of Samuel now hangs in the Samuel Simmonds Memorial Hospital in Barrow.�Viewing the painting is his daughter, Leona Okakok.��http://www.alaskool.org/native_ed/curriculum/aamodt/TC.html Other Alaska Natives, who went on to become Presbyterian Ministers of Word and Sacrament include the following:�
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Rev. James Nageak, Iñupiaq 
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Rev. Mary Ann Warden, Iñupiaq�Rev. Warden is in the center�
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Rev. Isaac Akootchook, Iñupiaq�With his wife, Mary.(Missing Slide) Rev. Timothy Gologergen, St. Lawrence Island Yupik 



1971

Presbyterian 
Self-Development of People Fund

Helps with the founding of
The North Slope Borough

and
The Arctic Slope Regional Corporation

Presenter
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1971:  Presbyterian Self-Development of People Fund Helps Found NSB and ASRC�The Oil companies blocked the politicking necessary to get the land claims settlement the Native People of Alasaka needed.  Later it was the oil companies that blocked the formation of the North Slope Borough, blocking investors from funding the work necessary to found these organizations necessary for th efuture of the Native people.  The Presbyterian Self-development of People Fund put up the money.��http://www.alaskool.org/native_ed/curriculum/aamodt/TC.html web site tells us that this was the response of the Iñupiaq leadership after these agencies successfully organized:�Joe Upicksoun addressed the (Presbyterian General Assembly) on behalf of ASNA. "During our time of need," Upicksoun stated, "you gave us $85,000." He then presented them with a check for the same amount. "You used your money for us," Upicksoun explained. "Now use it for somebody else that needs help." It was the first time a grant had ever been paid back to the Presbyterian Church. Then Oliver Leavitt stepped up. Leavitt presented the Presbyterians with a check for $150.000, plus interest. "People still talk about it," White notes. "The people were so depressed; their financial situation was terrible. Then here come these Eskimos, making a gift of $85,000 and repaying a $150,000 loan. Afterward, Oliver was followed by all these little old ladies. They kept asking him if he would come and serve as financial council to thc Church.”
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Why Apologize?
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Why Apologize?
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So…Why apologize?



Thirty Years Later: The Long-Term Effects
of Boarding Schools on Alaska Natives

and Their Communities

September 2005

Diane Hirshberg
Suzanne Sharp

Institute of Social and Economic Research
University of Alaska Anchorage
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Note: the Best way to learn of the Historical Trauma at a gut level is to listen to personal stories. Introduction to Historical TraumaStudies are another way of measuring such things.  In this case, they tell us what we already know, but in a way that is useful for empowering planning.



Positive Aspects 

• Opportunities to learn 
about the outside world;

• Independence and Discipline;

• Lifelong Friendships.



Negative Aspects for Individuals

•Difficulty Integrating back into family 
or community.

•Failure to learn parenting skills.

•Loss of Culture and Identity
+ a need to connect and to heal



Negative Aspects for Individuals

•Loss of language.

•Loss of identity.

•Lasting Trauma was passed on
to next generations



Negative Aspects for Communities

• Drug and alcohol problems

• Learning to deal with teens
after 30 years of sending them away



A C E S

A d v e r s e

C h I l d h o o d

E x p e r I e n c e s

S t u d y
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ACEs Pyramid



1 .  Abuse of Child

•Psychological Abuse
• Physical Abuse

• Contact Sexual Abuse



2.  Trauma in Household Environment

•An alcohol/drug abuser in the household
•An incarcerated household member

•Someone chronically depressed, 
institutionalized, mentally ill, suicidal

•Mother is treated violently
•Biological parent absent from household



3.  Neglect of Child  

•Emotional Neglect

•Physical Neglect



Comparing 0 ACEs to 4

•390% more likely to be a Smoker
•390% more likely to have chronic 

Pulmonary Lung disease
•240% more likely to have hepatitis
•250% more likely to have sexually 

transmitted diseases

•460% more likely to suffer depression
•1,220% more likely to commit suicide



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Value of an Apology





What Next?



Employ Indigenous Leadership
In

Recruiting and Training Leaders

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We need to do a better job of raising up indigenous leaders to serve indigenous communities.



UMC Pastor Charles 
Brower
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Pastor Charles Brower, originally of Utqiaġvik (previously known as Barrow), leads Giving Voice a group of Native leaders from across the state.  Giving Voice is exploring culturally effective approaches for recruiting and training Native leaders.



New Partners
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Presentation Notes
Who else should the church partner with?  What other groups and agencies are working for the healing of the people and the communities of Alaska?



Mayor Harry K. 
Brower

COB Crawford 
Patkotak

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With the passage of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act new Native organizations have formed to watch over their people.  These organizations are training Native leaders and are developing resources.In the arctic the North Slope Borough and the North Slope Regional Corporation are very motivated to work for their people.  Their leaders tell us they believe now is the moment for the church to partner with them to serve God’s purposes in the arctic.



Rediscovering
Healing Ministries

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the early days of Christian ministry in Alaska, missionary doctors and hospitals were among the most important work the church did.  Now, we face a different kind of healing that is needed.  It is time to rediscover healing ministries, but shaped for a different age.  



 Lucy Apatiki

Dorothy Bekoalok 



Healing For Urban People

Dominion

Sharing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The dominant American culture needs healing.  The same cultural blindness that believed eliminating indigenous languages and culture were ethical acts has led to deeply flawed justifications for slavery, racism, sexism and other prejudices.  In addressing the arrogance of privilege, we address the need for spiritual healing that such attitudes reveal.  Scripture tells us that God is love.  People of faith respond to God and to others with love, because in Jesus God first loved us.  The transforming power of that knowledge restores us to our true selves and motivates us to actions that reflect the God who loves us.  Scripture calls us to grow in grace and not remain spiritual babes.  All Christians are called to recognize how their cultural blindness can be healed by the grace of Jesus Christ.  The dominant culture has celebrated the power of dominion.  The gospel celebrates the power of sharing that comes when we share the heart of Jesus, the servant of all.



Matthew 20:25-28
You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their great ones are tyrants over 
them. It will not be so among you; but whoever 
wishes to be great among you must be your 
servant, and whoever wishes to be first among 
you must be your slave; just as the Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give 
his life a ransom for many.”

Presenter
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Jesus insisted on this transformed view of  with his disciples.  When the mother of James and John tried to get her sons elevated in status above the other disciples, Jesus said this.



Healing For Urban People

Dominion—
Lording 
over others

Sharing—
Serving one 
another

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jesus embodied this transformation from spiritual blindness to sight.  When the Hebrew people took the Scripture telling humanity to have dominion and used it to justify subjugating one another as people tend to do in the world, Jesus came.  As King of the universe, God demonstrated in Jesus the active, intentional love that marks spiritual health.



Healing for Indigenous People

Christian 
Faith

Modern 
Wisdom

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Arctic leaders tell us that healing cannot come only from hospitals and treatment centers.  Native people are spiritual people.  Our faith life must be intrinsic to any healing if it is to endure.  It is time for church and culture to come together for the healing of the people.



Study Blogs

http://pbyukonhealing.blogspot.com

http://poyonsalvation.blogspot.com/

http://pbyukonhealing.blogspot.com/
http://poyonsalvation.blogspot.com/
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